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ownership of stud bulls are doing very well. In Madras, a joint
conference between the officers of the Agriculture and of the
Co-operative Departments was held in July 1917, and the
lines upon which the Departments
Co-operatio^dAgricui- CQllld work more closely together were
thrashed out.   In general, it has been
found in various provinces that the Co-operative societies are
able to relieve the Agriculture Department of much work in
connection with the distribution of seed, the purchase of im-
proved implements and the like, which had hitherto constituted
a serious hindrance to the work of scientific investigation. In
various parts, particularly Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and the
Punjab, an important development has recently taken place
in the form of Co-operative federation. In Bengal, for example,
a provincial federation has been developed, to which within
three months of its inauguration 28 central banks belonged.
The federation has not only attracted large sums of money
at reduced rates, but it has also afforded facilities to its
members for the profitable interchange of their surplus funds.
A Co-operative union has also been founded in the Punjab,
taking the form of a combination of the central banks and
banking unions. Progress has also been made in different
parts of India in educative and propagandist work. In Bombay
several training classes for secretaries have been organised both
by the Co-operative Department and independently by groups
of co-operators. Numerous conferences and meetings have
been arranged. In. Bengal, the Bengal Co-operative Organis-
ation Society, Limited, a society on the model of the Irish
Agricultural Organisation, has been inaugurated to train
co-operative workers, to organise a library of co-operative
literature, and to carry on propaganda by means of English
and Bengali journals.
On the whole, it must be said, that the year has been a favour-
able 'one for the Co-operative movement, although a careful
study of the reports on the working of Co-operative Societies
in the various provinces cannot but give the rep-cler a feeling
that the necessity for caution, emphasised above, is a real
and pressing one.